
THE FENCE

What is the truth behind a sexual assault incident in a U.S. military base 

town? Magazine writer “Kii” and a black mix-raced woman “Sakura” team up 

in this female-buddy crime thriller by Akiko Nogi, the writer of 

"UNNATURAL" and "MIU404".

The story takes place on the southern Japanese island of Okinawa. After World War II, the 

island was occupied by the U.S. military until 1972, and even today 8% of the land in 

Okinawa is owned by U.S. military bases.

Magazine writer, Kie Komatsu a.k.a. “Kii”, goes to Okinawa to interview a black and Japanese 

mixed woman, Sakura Omine, who claims to have been sexually assaulted by a U.S. soldier. 

Kii needed to find out the background of the case, as there were some suspicious points in 

Sakura’s testimony. She visits the U.S. military base town of Koza, goes to MOAI, the cafe bar 

run by Sakura, and approaches her pretending as a tourist. Kii knows that Sakura's 

grandmother, Yoshi, is an Okinawa war survivor and a peace protester, and that Sakura’s 

father is an American soldier.

Meanwhile, Kii meets Kenji Isa, an Okinawan police officer who used to be a regular at the 

Tokyo hostess bar she worked at and learns from him the harsh reality of investigating U.S. 

military crimes in Okinawa. 

Eventually, Kii ends up finding a certain fact intertwined with the complex situations in 

Okinawa. What is the truth behind the case Kii has discovered?
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