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CHORUS GIRLS

A Danish drama series in eight episodes by Louise Mieritz & Ditte Hansen
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We are in the mid 1970s and the backdrop is ?Cirkusrevyen in Bakken. The new Danish drama series Dansegarderoben kicks off TV 2’s new fiction year
2023, as we follow eight women who have landed their dream job as dancers in the revue.

In the series, we zoom in on the women and their lives, because everything is not just glitter, show, and smiles. Violation, sexism and pointy elbows lurk
under the surface, and while the eight women dance around in skimpy outfits, other women take to the streets to demonstrate for liberation and
equality.

It's a time of upheaval and change, a time with a paradigm shift in society.
The series is an ensemble story, and in addition to Marie Bach Hansen, who plays Sussie, the other dancers are played by Mille Lehfeldt, Olivia Joof

Lewerissa, Marie Reuther, Andrea Heick Gadeberg, Nanna Finding Koppel, Coco Hjardemaal and Rebecca Rande Kiilerich. Other roles are played by
Anders W. Berthelsen, Jakob Oftebro, Esben Dalgaard, Louise Mieritz, Ditte Hansen, Annika Aakjeer, Helle Dolleris and Andreas Bo.

Dansegarderoben is written and directed by Louise Mieritz and Ditte Hansen, who also appear in the series.

The series is produced by producer Dorthe Riis Lauridsen and executive producer Piv Bernth at Apple Tree Productions with ITV Studios Global
Distribution as international sales agent. The series is produced for TV 2 Denmark with executive producer Jennifer Green.




FROM SECRETS TO SOLIDARITY

The main character Sussie (Marie Bach Hansen) is married to
Robert (Jakob Oftebro), and they have a young daughter
together. Everything looks happy on the surface, but Robert is
extremely controlling, and she’s trapped in a prison of
humiliation and abuse. Deep down, Sussie knows that she has
to leave, and the job as a dancer might make that possible. But,
it's difficult to bear such a big secret alone, and the sense of
community she finds with the other dancers helps Sussie find
her strength.

The eight dancers all have their stories and secrets, and over
time they develop a really special community in the little
dressing room. They discover the power of togetherness, and
not least the courage to change the situations they are in.

CIRKUSREVYEN S AT & .

Cirkusrevyen is Denmark’s largest revue, and is located in the Dyrehavsbakken amusement park, north of Copenhagen. Cirkusrevyen was established in 1935, by the
restaurateur Carl Pehrsson, actor Osvald Helmuth, Oscar Holst and the musician Herman Gellin, giving birth to a new popular Bakken tradition, where many evergreen
ballads were premiered. The list of highlights and popular artists at Denmark’s greatest and most beautiful revue is endless.

CIRKUSREVYEN AS A BACKDROP

Cirkusrevyen at Bakken in Dyrehaven is like a Pandora’s box full of contrasts, from the claustrophobically close to a feeling of grand spaciousness. We go behind the scenes of
one of the most legendary cultural institutions in the country. We meet a vibrant gallery of characters - actors, technicians, musicians, secretaries and costume makers. The big
tent is surrounded by the amusement park Bakken, which is the oldest operating amusement park in the world.

At Bakken, as with the carnival, common order has been abolished. Structures, hierarchies and taboos have been removed so everyone can do whatever they so desire.

Our story takes place here, in the 1970s. A time of great contrast where sexism, violation and at times unreasonable conditions prevailed, but the series doesn’t point fingers,
instead it's a nuanced story that calls for reflection. Because after all, how far have we actually come with the equality debate, which was also a burning issue in the 1970s?



CHARACTERS

Sussie (Marie Bach Hansen)

Sussie (29) is married to Robert. They have known each other since they were quite young, and they were also ballroom
dancing partners and competed on a high level. Robert’s hip injury put an end to the couple’s dream of winning the world
championships, and now they live in a single-story detached house in Amager, with their little daughter Rikke. Behind
closed doors, everything is far from idyllic and Sussie hasn’t shared her secrets with a soul, because what she’s being
subjected to is both shameful and humiliating. But, deep down Sussie knows that she must leave.

Ulla-Berit (Mille Lehfeldt)

Ulla-Berit (35) is the uncrowned queen of the dressing room. She is a national TV celebrity and has over time become a
part of the Danish jet set. Ulla-Berit loves Cirkusrevyen life, and everything that it entails - the parties and the attention. But,
it has begun to bother her more and more how the revue dancers just seem to be getting younger and younger. One of
them is even her ex-husband’s new young girlfriend, Mimi.

Vibeke (Olivia Joof Lewerissa)

Vibeke (27) is the dressing room’s intellectual. During the day, she studies Danish at university, and in the evening she
dances on stage at Cirkusrevyen. It is Vibeke’s second year dancing in the troupe, and for her it's an easy way to earn
money while studying. But, she is also fascinated by her roommate, who is politically active in the red stocking movement.
And, she’s dating charismatic Olaf, who's fighting for farmers’ rights in Chile.

Mimi (Andrea Heick Gadeberg)

Mimi (20) is actually called Margrethe, but she has taken an artist name, as she dreams of becoming an actress one
day. Every day, Mimi stands in the revue wings and observes the actors on stage. She knows all their lines, and she
entertains the others in the dressing room with her Kim Larsen and Mogens Glistrup imitations. Mimi is dating Harry,
who is Ulla-Berit’s ex-husband.




Joy (Marie Reuther)

Joy is the youngest revue dancer, at just 17 years old, and in fact, the best dancer of them all. Even though dancing fills a
lot in her life, she has never seen it as a real career path. Actually, Joy isn’t even aware that you can make money from
dancing. Joy is going to marry the slightly older Arne (24), who loves Joy. And, naturally their little flat will soon be filled with
children.

Diana (Nanna Finding Koppel)

Diana (26) was born into the Seedorff dance family, with her mother Tutter who's also the Cirkusrevyen choreographer.
Tutter has named Diana as dance captain of this year’s revue. Ajob Diana hates and isn’t particularly well suited to. Is she
one of the dancers in the ensemble, or is she the extended arm of the choreographer? There’s also a hidden side of Diana
that no one must find out about. Especially not her boyfriend, Uffe.

Ase (Coco Hjardemaal)

Ase (24) is a classically trained ballerina, from the Royal Theatre Ballet School. She became a corps de ballet dancer
after completing the aspirant programme, and danced for the company from when she was 18, until the artistic
director recently fired her. There aren’t any jobs to be had as a classic dancer in Denmark, other than at the Royal
Theatre. So, she decided to be creative and go for an audition at Cirkusrevyen.

Henny (Rebecca Rende Kiilerich)

This is the second year that Henny (27) is part of the revue. With her sensual radiance, she’s one of Preben Kaas’
favourites. Henny smokes a joint before and after each performance, but mostly because hash takes the edge off the
pain she experiences after so many hours of dancing. She can sometimes seem distant and a bit passive, simply
because she’s stoned. Henny is a really good friend who'’s willing to share both her fishnet tights and make-up with
her colleagues, and always ready to lend a helping hand.







THE CREATORS
LOUISE MIERITZ & DITTE HANSEN

’A NEW WAY OF LOOKING AT OUR SHARED HISTORY’

Why have you written a series about Cirkusrevyen dancers in
the 1970s?

- "We started with an interest in the convention: "Women as
decoration”, i.e. the scantily clad women who stand behind the
male stars. For example: podium girls, cheerleaders and chorus
dancers. We all know them, but do we know who they are? We
want to bring them to life and make them whole people.”

Is it important that the series’ arena is Cirkusrevyen?

- “We are both extremely fond of that arena and Danish revue in
general. And, Cirkusrevyen is a place that all Danes are familiar
with and have a relationship to. We also know the male stars
like Dirch Passer, Preben Kaas, Claus Ryskjeer and Jagrgen -
Ryg, but we know nothing about the dancers. By taking the

focus away from the men and putting it on the dancers instead,

we gain a new way of looking at our shared history.”

What is the main theme of the series?

- “Community and change. To dare to have the courage to change something that you are unhappy with. The women in the series all have their own
sources of pain and secrets. Something that women often have difficulty sharing with each other, as they think it makes them weak. But now we have
put them together in a constructed community - a dance troupe - and then things happen in the privacy of the changing room. They get close to each
other and learn to share their secrets.”

Can we learn from Dansegarderoben, or is it just a colourful reunion with a time gone by?

- “We are not taking the moral high ground here, nor are we pointing fingers at the past, but we do hope that the series can contribute to putting the
theme of community and change into perspective, up to the present day. By understanding the past, we can understand the present better. Hopefully
the series will help show that we don’t need a culture of silence, and that women shouldn’t be afraid to share their own sources of pain. And, that it
helps to stand united and find the courage to change.”
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APPLE TREE PRODUCTIONS is a Danish production company founded in 2017 by Lars Hermann and Piv Bernth with ITV Studios as partner. Piv Bernth is widely recognized for successes like
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Series Mania with One of the Boys and Blackwater. Blackwater won Best Series Award in International Panorama.
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